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More than 95 percent of the plant’s 
construction waste materials were 
recycled, including 744 tons of rock, 
48 tons of concrete, 3,144 tons of 
soil, eight tons of steel, and five 
tons of mixed debris.

NASA also negotiated with Pasadena 
and the construction contractor to 
remove post-filtration cartridge filters, 
resulting in a capital cost reduction of 
approximately $400,000. 

There will be no sanitary sewer 
discharges associated with the MHTS. 
Instead, NASA’s design virtually 
eliminates utility or waste water from 
the periodic flushing and backwashing 
produced at the MHTS. Instead of 
wasting about 100 acre-feet of utility 
water that will likely be generated by 
the system each year, that water 
will itself be treated at the plant and 
then discharged to the Arroyo Seco 
spreading basins. More than 99 
percent of the clean water will then 
drain back into the aquifer, thus 
conserving a valuable local resource.�+   
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Saving Trees   
NASA is now printing its 
newsletter on 30 percent
“post consumer waste” which means 
30 percent of the paper is completely recycled. 
In addition, this newsletter has been printed using 100 percent 
vegetable oil-based printing inks. You can help us save even 
more paper by choosing to receive our materials via email. 
Also, if you no longer wish to receive any communications 
from us in any form, please let us know by sending an email 
message addressed to mfellows@nasa.gov.
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The review is required by the Comprehensive Environmental Response, 
Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA), the law under which NASA is 
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There are six components to the five-year review process: (1) community 
involvement and notification, (2) document review, (3) data review and analysis, 
(4) site inspection, (5) interviews with managers of the water providers where 
NASA has funded treatment systems, and (6) the protectiveness determination. 
The methods, finding, and conclusions of this review will be documented in a 
“Five-Year Review Report” that will be submitted to the EPA and made available 
in full to the public. A Five-Year Review Report summary fact sheet will also be 
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NASA expects the Five-Year Review to be completed by December with a final 
report to be issued in February 2012. At that time the report will be posted on 
the NASA Groundwater Cleanup Program Web Site at http://jplwater.nasa.gov 
and in hard copy form at the Altadena Public Library, the La Cañada Flintridge 
Public Library, and the JPL Employee Library. At the Pasadena Central Library, 
those interested can link from any library computer to the online Information 
Repository. Questions about the report can be addressed to the NASA Manager 
for Community Involvement Merrilee Fellows at (818) 393-0754 or by 
email at: mfellows@nasa.gov.�+
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