
NASA received federal and state approval to fund a facility to clean up groundwater in the 
Pasadena area that when completed would allow the City to reopen four drinking water wells. 

The plan calls for NASA to 

Steps Leading to the ROD 

NASA’s Path to an 
Approved Cleanup Plan 

Provide funding to Pasadena Water and Power (PWP) to build a 
groundwater treatment plant, lease treatment equipment and operate the system 

and also continue funding for treating groundwater near two operational Lincoln Avenue Water Company (LAWC) 
production wells in Altadena. This approval, received August 1, 2007, is documented in a 

Record of Decision (ROD). 

Proposed Plan 
NASA prepared a detailed document in 2006 describing 

• The treatment system and how it would work 
• Six alternative sites and criteria used for evaluation 

• Reasons for the selected location and cleanup method 

Listening and Responding 
It was also important to NASA to 
listen to what people had to say. 

Community input was solicited through: 

• Community informational gatherings 

•  Public meetings 

•  An extended public comment period 
(April 19 through July 7, 2006) 

Responding to public comments, 
NASA committed to funding and providing 
support to PWP to reduce noise during 
construction and operation and improve  
landscaping around the treatment plant. 

NASA and community members discussed the proposed plan 
at information sessions held at the Altadena Community Center. “ I t hink…”

“In m
y opin

ion…”
 
“Wh
at I’
d li
ke to
 see
is…
” 

With an approved ROD, NASA is continuing to provide 
technical assistance to PWP to build and operate the plant. 

For more information on 
NASA’s groundwater cleanup project 
please contact: 
Merrilee Fellows 
Tel (818) 393-0754 
Email mfellows@nasa.gov 

A “responsiveness 
summary” cataloguing 
all public input on, and 
NASA’s responses to, 
the proposed plan 
was submitted as 
part of the ROD. 

Getting the Word Out 
It was important to NASA that community 

members and neighbors had opportunities to 
review and understand the proposed plan. 

Information was made available 
in several ways: 

•  Copies were available at local libraries; 

• The plan and summaries were posted on the 
Web site at http://jplwater.nasa.gov; 

• Groundwater Cleanup newsletter and fact sheets 
(in English and Spanish) 

described the plan and provided updates; and 

• Flyers, invitations and advertisements 
encouraged public review and comment. 


