
Planning&Development 
The Environmental Review 
At the outset of the Conditional Use Permit review process, the Pasadena Planning 
and Development Department (PPD) considers the proposed project’s effects on the 
environment. If the project is not exempt from the California Environmental Quality 
Act (CEQA), an Initial Study is prepared. 

An Initial Study evaluates the 

potential for significant adverse 


effects, looking at 18 specific areas 

identified by CEQA and the City of
 
Pasadena’s Initial Study checklist.
 

18 Areas 
Aesthetics 

Agricultural Resources 

Air Quality 

Biological Resources 

Cultural Resources 

Energy 

Geology and Soils 

Hazards & Hazardous Materials 

Hydrology & Water Quality 

Land Use & Planning 

Mineral Resources 

Noise 

Population & Housing 

Public Services 

Recreation 

Transportation/Traffic 

Utilities & Service Systems 

Mandatory Findings of Significance 

A Recommended Mitigated 
Negative Declaration for PWP 

The PPD has prepared a draft 
Mitigated Negative Declaration 
identifying four areas having the 

potential for significant impacts and 
describing measures to reduce or 
eliminate the significance of these 
impacts. If the proposed project 
is approved, these mitigation 
measures become part of 

the project. 

Areas of Potential Impacts 

Aesthetics 
Keeping visual character of area 

Biological Resources 
Protecting environment 
during construction 

Hazards & Hazardous Materials 
Safety of public & the environment 

Noise 
Reducing excessive noise from 
construction & plant operation 

Criteria Evaluated 
Site appearance, scenery, glare from lights 

Farmland to non-agricultural use 

Substantial increase in air pollutants, odors, exposure to sensitive receptors 

Species, habitat, migration, wetlands, tree preservation 

Historic structures, archeological, or unique sites 

Wasteful non-renewable energy practices 

Risks from earthquakes, landslides, erosion & soil stability 

Risk from transport, use, disposal, accidental release 

Groundwater quality & supplies, runoff, waste discharge, floodplain 

Divide existing communities, conflict with environmental protection plans 

Loss of known mineral reserves 

Excessive temporary & permanent noise & vibrations 

Population growth or displacement 

Additional need for fire/police, libraries, schools, parks 

Public park wear & maintenance 

Increased traffic & related hazards, parking, alternatives modes 

Water supplies, waste water & drainage, landfill capacity 

Does it degrade environmental quality - fish, wildlife & plants and habitats 
or eliminate examples of California history? 

PPD prepares one of the 
following environmental 
review documents: 
Negative Declaration
if it finds no "significant"
impacts 

Mitigated Negative 
Declaration 
if it finds "significant" impacts
but revises the project to avoid
or mitigate those significant
impacts; 

Environmental Impact 
Report (EIR)
if it finds "significant" impacts.
 

Mitigation Measures 

• Landscaping improvements with rows of wide-canopied trees and high bushes. 
• "Green fencing" and using privacy cloth on border fences. 
• Neutral or earth-toned paint colors to blend structures into existing view. 
• A Design Review to ensure design, colors and finish materials meet City standards. 

• Confine construction to existing footprint and design pipeline extension for no impact to vegetated area. 
• Conduct vegetation clearing in or near the Arroyo Seco outside of bird nesting season (April 15 to August 1). 
• All earth work near the Ventura Well done in a way to minimize dust and noise. 
• Removal of 2 trees (possibly 2 additional) to be approved by the Urban Forestry 
  Advisory Committee (YFAC) of the Public Works Department. 
• All equipment staged within fence area. 

• Comply with regulations for handling hazardous materials. 
• Disinfection process designed consistent with the Chlorine Institute of American Water Works Association 
  including adequate ventilation, state of the art leak detectors and advanced alarm and warning systems. 
• Pre-coordination with emergency responders (Pasadena Fire & LA County HazMat Response Team, 
  with public notification and attention to the Five Acres School. 

• Construction limited to normal working hours. 
• Enclosures designed by acoustical engineer used on booster pumps to prevent 
ambient noise level at nearest property line from increasing by more than 5 decibels. 
• Noise levels measured prior to, during and after construction to ensure controls are adequate. 
• Shock absorbers, proper design and alignment of booster pumps to reduce vibrations 
to the satisfaction of the City's Planning Manager. 

Public Comment Period - June 10 to July 10, 2008
 
PUBLIC REVIEW AND COMMENT PUBLIC HEARING 
The Mitigated Negative Declaration and At a public hearing scheduled for July 10, the Hearing Officer will 
Initial Study draft documents are available Review the Conditional Use Permit
for public review at 

Review the Mitigated Negative Declaration recommended
Local libraries by the Pasadena Planning & Development Department 
Web site Consider public comments received
http://www.ci.pasadena.ca.us/planning/environmental/Environmental_Home.asp 

Make a decision to approve, disapprove or approve with conditions 


